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the Chairman, JCS, and Commander, Joint 
Forces Command. He also led the develop-
ment of the Joint Integrated Air and Missile 
Defense roadmap, and to identify joint solu-
tions to surveillance and command and control 
challenges. 

As the Joint Staff lead for Interagency 
Homeland Air Security issues, Admiral Mathis 
most recently worked in close cooperation with 
USNORTHCOM, NORAD, the Services, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Homeland Security, and the Office of Home-
land Security. 

On behalf of a grateful nation, I want to ex-
press my appreciation for his dedicated serv-
ice and I wish him well in his retirement from 
the Navy. 
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Mr. Ronald Neely. Ron 
passed away in January. He was a passionate 
and effective leader of historic preservation 
and community betterment in Georgetown, 
Colorado, an historic mining town nestled in 
the Clear Creek Valley along Interstate 70 just 
east of the Continental Divide. 

Ron established a distinguished career in 
Georgetown on a number of projects, and was 
known throughout the state as a champion of 
preserving local history. His accomplishments 
were recently acknowledged through his se-
lection as the recipient of three simultaneous 
awards in Colorado: the Stephen H. Hart 
Award from the Colorado Historical Society, 
the Dana Crawford Award for Excellence from 
Colorado Preservation, Inc., and the Presi-
dent’s Award from the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation. No one has ever received 
all three awards before, which underscores his 
influence for enhancing community quality of 
life and historic appreciation, not only in 
Georgetown, but throughout Colorado and the 
nation. 

Much can be said of Ron and how he af-
fected the lives of many people. Perhaps the 
best synopsis comes from The Denver Post 
columnist Joanne Ditmer. In a column appear-
ing in The Denver Post in late November, she 
wrote: 

Counting our Thanksgiving blessings usu-
ally is a litany of material things, as well as 
family and friends who enrich our lives. But 
this year I’m giving thanks for the people 
who have vision, commitment and practical 
know-how to make our communities the best 
possible places to live. 

A sterling example is Ron Neely of George-
town, who for 35 years has had one goal: to 
keep that splendid old Victorian mining 
town as a wonderful place to live and visit. 
He’s a historic preservationist, not just for 
saving beautiful old buildings, but for pre-
serving and nurturing the unique man-built 
qualities that make his town one of the most 
attractive and healthy in the state. 

I can think of no other individual who has 
made such an impact on the looks and spirit 
of this historic community. He is a vision-
ary, hard-headed and practical, with finan-
cial savvy. All over Colorado, those with 
similar interests see Georgetown as the ex-
ample of how to get it right, despite some 
really tough battles along the way. 

I agree with these reflections on Ron and 
his work. 

In 1966, Georgetown was named a National 
Historic Landmark District, among the first 
designated by Congress. Shortly thereafter, 
Ron founded and became executive director 
of Historic Georgetown Inc. (HGI) in 1970. The 
next year, HGI bought the 1867 Hammil 
House and converted it into a museum, which 
showcases how wealthy mine owners and oth-
ers lived in the harsh environment of the west 
at the turn of the century. From there, Ron 
and others went on to purchase and protect a 
number of historic structures throughout the 
town. 

In addition, Ron helped lead an effort to 
stop the building of a condominium complex 
on a mountain above the town. Following that 
success in 1982, Ron and HGI helped to buy 
the land on which the development would 
have occurred in order to keep it as open 
space. Presently, HGI has secured 2,000 
acres of open space on the mountainsides 
towering above the town. This will not only 
preserve the historic feel of the area, but it 
also will protect some of the old mining arti-
facts and workings on these open spaces. 

In 1995, Ron worked with HGI to purchase 
an old filling station right of the interstate. His 
vision was to turn this into a Gateway Visitors 
Center to create an inviting first impression for 
visitors to Georgetown. Together with HGI and 
the Colorado Department of Transportation, 
Ron’s vision became a reality when this facility 
was opened in 2003. Now, the Center sees 
300,000 visitors annually. 

I had the pleasure of knowing and working 
with Ron. He continued to work steadfastly on 
projects and efforts to preserve, protect and 
enhance the Georgetown community. The 
town will reap the benefits of his work for 
years to come. I also had the chance to thank 
him personally at the ceremony early this year 
where he received the three awards. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the life and achievement of Ron 
Neely. His legacy will live on in Georgetown 
and in others who work to preserve our past 
and make our communities vibrant places to 
live, work, raise a family, and appreciate. I 
have also included a story from the Rocky 
Mountain News regarding his death and life’s 
work. 
[From Rocky Mountain News, Jan. 14, 2006] 

NEELY HELPED CREATE HISTORIC 
GEORGETOWN 

(By Mary Voelz Chandler) 
Ronald J. Neely’s passion for preservation 

led to the founding of Historic Georgetown, 
new life for numerous buildings and stature 
as a wellspring of information for others who 
battle to save historic sites. 

Even a diagnosis in June of amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, the progressive neuro-
muscular disease also known as Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, didn’t temper his love of talking 
about preservation battles past or present— 
or future. 

But complications from the disease ended 
his life Friday morning at Lutheran Medical 
Center. He died at age 66 of respiratory fail-
ure. 

‘‘Ron is the epitome of a leader who takes 
on a community with pride and passion and 
takes it light-years ahead,’’ said Dana 
Crawford, a preservationist and developer, as 
well as president of Urban Neighborhoods. 
‘‘He did so much for that community and for 
others.’’ 

Mr. Neely moved out of Denver to work at 
Loveland Ski Area in the late 1960s, tired of 

the city and eyeing a life on skis. Soon after, 
he settled in Georgetown and, with friends, 
in 1970 founded the preservation group that 
is credited with being the oldest in Colorado. 

‘‘A town like this kind of grabs you in a 
hurry,’’ Mr. Neely said last year in an inter-
view with the Rocky Mountain News. 

A few weeks before, he had been honored 
by three preservation groups with the Colo-
rado Historical Society’s Stephen H. Hart 
Award, Colorado Preservation Inc.’s Dana 
Crawford Award for Excellence in Historic 
Preservation, and the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation’s President’s Award. 

During the emotional program at the Ox-
ford Hotel, Crawford looked out at the crowd 
and said, ‘‘I feel we all went to college to-
gether—at Ron Neely University.’’ 

The line brought laughter then; on Friday 
it brought agreement. 

‘‘He was one of the early preservation pio-
neers in the state and set the standard for 
the rest of us to follow in how you do it, in 
what grass-roots preservation is all about,’’ 
said Barbara Pahl, head of the Mountains/ 
Plains Office of the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation. ‘‘He was one of the best 
and one of our state’s treasures.’’ 

Mr. Neely and Historic Georgetown worked 
to preserve several buildings in that city and 
were in discussions about buying and restor-
ing the town’s 1874 school building. 

His wife, Cynthia Neely, said Friday that 
effort will continue. When she told the 
school’s owner of Mr. Neely’s death, ‘‘He 
said, ‘This will be a different place without 
him.’ And he’s right. This will be a different 
place without him.’’ 

Passion and determination are words that 
come up often in conversations about Mr. 
Neely. 

‘‘The loss of Ron is a tremendous loss on so 
many levels,’’ said Mark Wolfe, director of 
the State Historical Fund. ‘‘He symbolized 
the determination preservation needs to be 
successful with sensitivity and generosity. I 
think that is a unique combination. He sin-
cerely cared, not just about preservation, 
but the way it affected people.’’ 

Survivors include his mother, Fran Phipps, 
of Arvada; wife, Cynthia, of Georgetown; son, 
Ronald J. (Burr) Neely Jr., of Fairbanks, 
Alaska; sister, Cherie DeAngelis, of Arvada; 
stepson, Ted Wadsworth, of Boston; close 
friend, Christine Bradley, of Georgetown; 
and several nieces and nephews. 

A tribute will be next week at the Hamill 
House in Georgetown, though the date has 
not been set, said Dana K. Abrahamson, ex-
ecutive director of Historic Georgetown Inc. 
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RECOGNITION OF MS. CHRISTINE 
TOLBERT’S EXTRAORDINARY 
WORK AS AN EDUCATOR 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great honor that I rise before you today 
to recognize the efforts of a truly significant 
person in the education field. Not only is it a 
privilege to represent her in the Second Con-
gressional District of Maryland, but also to call 
Ms. Christine Tolbert a friend. 

Ms. Tolbert breathed her passion for edu-
cating youth into the Hosanna School, known 
for being the first African-American school in 
Harford County. As years have past, the 
school has been adopted by the National Reg-
istry of Historic Places, serving as a museum 
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and as grounds for living history. Ms. Tolbert 
has been the Executive Director of this project 
since nineteen hundred eighty. 

She took particular interest in this school 
because her ancestors have lived in Harford 
County as early as the 1700s. During her 
years as a student, schools, libraries, theatres, 
and restaurants were segregated. Here she is 
able to share with students of all ages the Afri-
can American history unique to Harford Coun-
ty. Spectators are able to tour the one-room 
schoolhouse while learning what our fellow 
Americans have overcome. 

This generation’s students may be surprised 
that furthering her education seemed a mere 
fantasy. However, a friend, Mr. Stephen P. 
Moore, Jr. showed her family it was not only 
a reality, but an undeniable opportunity. She 
attended Maryland State Teachers’ College in 
Bowie, Maryland. Upon graduation, she began 
work in Harford County Public School where 
she taught every grade level in elementary 
school except kindergarten and third grade. 
Not feeling satisfied there, her thirst for knowl-
edge continued. She went on to obtain a Mas-
ter’s degree from Loyola College in guidance 
and counseling. 

Next, she served as a guidance counselor 
at Aberdeen High School where she devel-
oped Harford School’s first Black Heritage 
Club. She didn’t stop there; she also worked 
with others to form Black Youth in Action. De-
spite the demands of her current job, Ms. 
Tolbert sought more for herself. Her quest for 
reaching students still did not seem complete. 
Back to school again, this time earning the re-
quirements needed to qualify for an adminis-
tration position. She served as Supervisor of 
Elementary and Secondary schools until she 
retired from the Harford County Public School 
system. 

Retirement didn’t last long; she accepted a 
position as a Career Counselor at Open Doors 
Career Center. Shortly thereafter, she spread 
her branches into the college world as she 
joined the Harford Community College team 
as an adjunct professor. 

Ms. Tolbert has dedicated her life to edu-
cating the future leaders of our country. She 
has received awards from the Maryland Re-
tired Teachers’ Association, the National Re-
tired Teachers’ Association, and she’s re-
ceived an award for Excellence from Colin 
Powell’s group America’s Promise. She’s also 
received Harford County’s coveted historic 
preservation award for her book A Journey 
Through Berkley Maryland which she co-au-
thored with Constance Beims. She’s an in-
ductee of Harford County’s Educator’s Hall of 
Fame, and she’s received recognition by Gov-
ernor Hughes for the time she and her hus-
band spent as foster parents. 

Mr. Speaker, as you can see from this in-
credible list of accomplishments Ms. Christine 
Tolbert is truly an asset to the educational 
field. Her heart has always been devoted to 
bettering our nation’s youth. She is an advo-
cate for kids of all ages. I have often heard 
her say that if you guide children in the right 
direction and educate them, they will be suc-
cessful. I ask that you join with me today to 
applaud the tremendous work she has done 
for this community. 

TRIBUTE TO RALPH C. DELL 

HON. JIM DAVIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Ralph C. Dell, a prominent, greatly 
respected attorney whose passing is a tre-
mendous loss to the Tampa Bay community. 

Raised in St. Petersburg, Florida, Ralph 
graduated from the University of Florida and 
earned his law degree at University of Florida 
Law School. Ralph settled down in Tampa and 
soon cofounded his law practice, Allen Dell, 
representing clients such as Tampa General 
Hospital and the Atlantic Coast Line railroad. 

Ralph gave all his work his very best, earn-
ing acclaim not only from his loyal clients, but 
also from his colleagues. In 1987, he was se-
lected by the Hillsborough Bar Association to 
receive the prestigious Herbert Goldberg 
Award. He also served as a member of the 
board of governors of the Florida Bar and as 
a fellow in the American College of Trial Law-
yers. 

But Ralph will also be remembered for his 
involvement in his community through a num-
ber of local organizations. An active member 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Tampa, 
Ralph served as an elder and clerk of session 
and he taught Sunday school for nearly 60 
years. 

Ralph’s tremendous integrity, vivacious spir-
it, his dedication to the legal profession and 
the quality of his work will always be remem-
bered. On behalf of the Tampa Bay commu-
nity, I extend my deepest sympathies to 
Ralph’s family. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF WARREN 
M. DORN OF MORRO BAY 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring War-
ren M. Dorn, a longtime resident of Morro Bay, 
California in my District, who died on January 
10, 2006. 

A graduate and recipient of the Lifetime 
Achievement Award of University of California, 
Santa Barbara, Warren served as Mayor of 
Pasadena, on the Los Angeles Board of Su-
pervisor from 1956–72, and later, as Mayor of 
Morro Bay. He chaired the Los Angeles Air 
Pollution Control District for eight years during 
his board tenure where he managed to have 
a profound impact on more than 160 laws im-
proving our air quality. He also played key 
roles in the creation of the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Music Center and in developing airports, 
museums, sports areas and medical centers. 
He was passionate about water conservation 
and was instrumental in building the California 
Aqueduct. Throughout his time in public life, 
Warren Dorn was known for bipartisan efforts 
with all that he undertook. 

This distinguished public servant also had 
another area of devotion: to his wife of 63 
years, Phyllis, and to his three children and 
their families. Warren and Phyllis co-founded 
Morro Bay Beautiful in 1980, spending two 

decades dedicated to keeping area beaches 
clean. 

The city of Morro Bay and the state of Cali-
fornia are forever enriched by the contributions 
of Warren Dorn. His friendships were many, 
from the famous to the not so famous. Indeed, 
by his life’s work he was a friend to us all. 
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RECOGNIZING JOHN TWEEDY OF 
LANDLOCKED FILMS 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Mr. John Tweedy on the 
success of his documentary film-making com-
pany, Landlocked Films. His work is deserving 
of recognition for its superb quality, emotional 
realism, and the depth and diversity of its sub-
ject matter. John Tweedy’s Boulder-based 
independent documentary video company is 
co-owned and run in collaboration with his 
wife, Ms. Beret Strong. 

Tweedy’s films have won both national and 
local awards and have been screened at film 
festivals both in the U.S. and abroad, as well 
as being broadcast on over 100 Public Broad-
casting System affiliates in the U.S. and Can-
ada. Before moving to Boulder, Tweedy re-
ceived his law degree from Stanford University 
Law School and an M.A. in Sociology from 
Brown University. In addition to practicing law 
and making films, he has worked for the court 
system of the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands on Saipan. His films are as 
broad-ranging as his background and are in-
spiring and evocative. 

‘‘Lieweila: A Micronesion Story,’’ is an apt 
example of Tweedy’s ability to render a com-
pelling history through his art. Using historical 
footage, old photographs, and the voice of a 
Refalawasch narrator, Tweedy helps an indig-
enous people give their history and describe 
their struggles with colonialism and mod-
ernization, creating an educational and inspira-
tional film experience. 

His films on the education of children in-
clude ‘‘Song of Our Children,’’ ‘‘The Dance of 
Conversation: Strategies for Encouraging Chil-
dren’s Language Development,’’ and ‘‘Training 
3, from C to B: Age Transitions for Kids with 
Special Needs.’’ John actively participates in 
local education, serving on the boards of So-
journer Charter School, Horizons Alternative 
School, and Kids Connections. 

In another film, ‘‘Streams of Gold,’’ Tweedy 
makes himself a subject of his own 
filmmaking. Traveling to southern Ecuador, 
Tweedy uncovers a piece of his own history 
by documenting the story of an Andean gold 
mining town in which his grandparents lived 
and worked for nearly 30 years. The result is 
a personal and informational film that has 
much to say about economics and the modern 
world. 

Landlocked Films also produces videos 
profiling non-profit organizations, schools, and 
companies in a way that projects more heart 
than glitz. Each of the promotional videos is 
designed and produced as a mini-documen-
tary, allowing the viewer to experience the or-
ganization from the inside out. Among recent 
promotional efforts are ‘‘Mothers Acting Up,’’ 
showing this organization’s actions to redefine 
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